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	1 July – 29 September 2021
	

	Readings from
An Australian Lectionary 2021
(Year B)
	

	Written by 
Robert McLean
 ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
	



Welcome to the third set of ABM’s Pew Reflections for 2021, based on the Epistles set for the Eucharists Sunday by Sunday. 

 In his Epistle to the Romans (15.4), St Paul writes, ‘Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope’. As you engage with the Scriptures, may the Word of God awaken and strengthen your hope. 


May you be blessed as you read Scripture. May your reading be a lantern to your feet and a light to your path (Psalm 119.105).

 Introducing Robert McLean …
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T

his  Quarter’s reflections have been written by Robert McLean, ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator. Robert has been with ABM since 2008. Robert completed a postgraduate degree in theology from the University of Otago in New Zealand in 1996 and has been employed within the Anglican Church in various roles ever since.

How to use ABM’s Pew Reflections
ABM’s Pew Reflections are designed for you to be able to easily cut and paste them into your pew bulletins and apply your own formatting. As every parish bulletin has its own house style it is important that you use a typeface that fits into yours but as a general guide they can be formatted like the two examples below. We try to ensure that they take up about half of an A5 sheet, though some writers are more concise than others.
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Pew Reflections, Third Quarter 2021 
1 July – 29 September
The Coming of the Light
– Thursday 1 July 2021
· Isaiah 58.8-11; Psalm 27;
2 Corinthians 4.5-6; John 12.35-47
St Paul gets right to the heart of the Christian experience when he writes to the Church at Corinth: it is God who illuminates our hearts so that we can have knowledge of God’s glory in the face of Jesus Christ.
· May we do our part to share that light with others, so that the world may believe.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Diocese of North Queensland, particularly in the Torres Strait.

Text:
Robert McLean 
ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
[Ordinary Sunday 14]
– Sunday 4 July 2021
· 2 Samuel 5.1-5, 5.9-10; Psalm 48;
2 Corinthians 12.2-10; Mark 6.1-13

St Paul writes about strength in weakness to the Church today. He tells us that whenever he is weak then Christ is strong. It is the same with us: whenever we let Christ take us over our lives and weakness, insult, hardship or persecution that we face is insignificant because the power of Christ makes us strong. 
· May our egos get out of the way so that Christ can take over our lives so that we may be truly strong.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Anglican Council

Text:
Robert McLean 
ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
[OS 15]
Sea Sunday
– Sunday 11 July 2021

· 2 Samuel 6.1-5, 6.12b-19; Psalm 24;
Ephesians 1.1-14; Mark 6.14-29
St Paul writes to the Church at Ephesus outlining the great plan that God has for us: ‘He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ’. We are not just creatures of the Creator, but God’s children. We have an inheritance gained for us by Jesus Christ. We are God’s people.
· Give thanks that God has called us to be his people, and pray that we may be made worthy of that great calling.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican
Church of Korea, the Daehan Seong Gong Hoe.
Text:
Robert McLean 
ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
[OS 16]
– Sunday 18 July 2021

· 2 Samuel 7.1-14a; Psalm 89.21-38;
Ephesians 2.11-22; Mark 6.30-34, 6.53-56

St Paul today writes that the division between Gentile and Jew has been obliterated by Jesus: ‘He has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, so that he might create in himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace’. We Gentiles ‘are no longer strangers and aliens, but […] are citizens with the saints and also members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone’. 
· Give thanks for interfaith work between Christians and Jews, remembering especially the Australian Council of Christians and Jews and all others in Australia who promote dialogue, understanding and respect between the two religions.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia

Text:
Robert McLean 
ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
St Mary Magdalene
– Thursday 22 July 2021
· Song of Songs 3.1-4a; Psalm 63;
2 Corinthians 5.14-21; John 20.1-18
The old has gone and the new is here, according to St Paul. But why and how? It is because God is reconciling the world to Godself, not counting our sins against us. Moreover, God is committing the message of reconciliation to us. Let this be our message to all: that God loves every person and thing that God has made, for God is love.
· May we do all that we can to make sure that others know that God is love.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Iglesia Filipina Independiente, the Philippine Independent Church.

Text:
Robert McLean 
ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Either –

St James, Apostle and Martyr
– Sunday 25 July 2021
Jeremiah 45; Psalm 126;
either Acts 11.27-12.3 or 2 Corinthians 4.7-15; Matthew 20.20-28

In one of St Paul’s famous passages, we read that though suffering for the sake of the Gospel he may appear to be knocked down but he hasn’t been knocked out yet: ‘We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed’. So it is with the Church in parts of the world today – in various countries throughout the Middle East, Africa, Asia, South and Central America. 
· Pray for the Persecuted Church throughout the world, that all may worship without fear or repression.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church of Jerusalem and the Middle East.
Text:
Robert McLean 
ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Or –

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
[OS 17]
– Sunday 25 July 2021

· 2 Samuel 11.1-15; Psalm 14;
Ephesians 3.14-21; John 6.1-21
St Paul prays for the Christians at Ephesus that Christ may dwell in their hearts. May it be our prayer too, because wherever Christ dwells there is love. May love for Christ and love for his people flood our lives, impelling us to show them that love in Christ’s name.

· Pray that Christ may enter our hearts and fill us with love, compassion and joy.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Province of Myanmar

Text:
Robert McLean 
ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
[OS 18]
– Sunday 1 August 2021

· 2 Samuel 11.26-12.13a; Psalm 51.1-12;
Ephesians 4.1-16; John 6.24-35

Today St Paul teaches us about unity. ‘I […] beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all.’ May we all work to build up the Church in our parish, diocese and country.
· Pray that Christ’s Church will not be riven by schism.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of Ceylon.

Text:
Robert McLean 
ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021

St Stephen, Deacon and First Martyr 
–if not kept on 26 December
– Tuesday 3 August 2021
· 2 Chronicles 24.17-22; Psalm 31.1-8;
Acts 6.8-10; 7.54-60; Matthew 10.17-22 

St Stephen performed ‘wonders and signs’ and yet was stoned to death. Like our Lord, he prayed for his killers. May we, too, like Jesus and St Stephen, pray for all who have harmed us in any way that their behaviour may not be counted against them by God. Pray that you may be forgiven your trespasses as well.
· Our Father … forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Nippon Sei Ko Kai, the Anglican Church of Japan.

Text:
Robert McLean 
ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
The Transfiguration of Our Lord 
– Friday 6 August 2021
· Daniel 7.9-10, 7.13-14; Psalm 97;
either 2 Peter 1.16-19 or 2 Peter 1.16-21; Mark 9.2-10

St Peter writes that he did not rely on some cleverly-designed myth to tell his readers about ‘the power and coming’ of Jesus, but rather his testimony is that of an eyewitness. He himself heard the voice of God on Mount Tabor saying, ‘This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am well pleased’. 
· Pray that we, like St Peter, can all give an account of the way in which we have seen God glory in our lives. May we be attentive to those experiences and let them be like a lamp shining in a dark place to guide us on our spiritual journey towards Christ
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church in the Philippines

Text:
Robert McLean 
ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021


	Receive regular updates from ABM 
and our Partners.

Subscribe here   

You can also learn about ABM on these social networking sites 



	Facebook
	[image: image9.jpg]ANGLICAN BOARD OF MISSION
/) Working for Love, Hope & Justice





	Flickr
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	Twitter
	


	YouTube
	[image: image11.jpg]




	Ctrl + click the icons

to follow the links
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	Your used and mint postage stamps 
are valuable to ABM because 
we can use them to help fund mission.

Please trim used stamps 
with a 1 cm border around them, and
separate Australian stamps from overseas ones.
Stamp collections are also gratefully received. 
Please keep the stamps in their albums
Please send your stamps to: 


ABM
Locked Bag Q4005
Queen Victoria Building 
NSW 1230
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Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
[OS 19]
– Sunday 8 August 2021

· 2 Samuel 18.5-9, 18.14, 18.31-33; Psalm 130;
either Ephesians 4.25 – 5.2 or Ephesians 4.17 – 5.2; 
John 6.35, 6.41-51

Today St Paul gives the Church at Ephesus rules for behaviour to ensure that their community life really reflects the new life into which they have been called. These rules for behaviour are good for the Church today – as St Paul says, ‘Do not make room for the devil’. 
· Give thanks for all who build up the body of Christ by their encouragement and example. 
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church of South Sudan.

Text:
Robert McLean 
ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Either –

St Mary, Mother of our Lord
– Sunday 15 August 2021
· Isaiah 61.10-62.3; either Psalm 113 or Song of Mary 
(APBA p. 31); Galatians 4.4-7; Luke 2.1-7

Again St Paul tells us about God having adopted us to be God’s  children. This means that we are no longer slaves but  rather heirs of the promises made to those who are God’s children. How wonderful that we have a God who treats us not with disdain, but rather with the intimacy that should exist between a dad (‘Abba’) and his child. 
· Like the Blessed Virgin Mary, may we bring Christ to birth in our own time and place.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui, the Anglican Church of Hong Kong
Text:
Robert McLean 
ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Or –

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
[OS 20]
– Sunday 15 August 2021

· 1 Kings 2.10-12; 3.3-14; Psalm 111; 
either Ephesians 5.11-21; or Ephesians 5.11-31; John 6.51-58

Today St Paul tells us to live with wisdom, not doing foolish things like getting drunk but rather ‘giving thanks to God the Father at all times and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ’. May we all make the decision to examine our lives each day to discern what is good and what is not. 
· May we always be grateful for all the blessings of this life.  

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church of Sudan.

Text:
Robert McLean 
ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
[OS 21]
– Sunday 22 August 2021

· either 1 Kings 8.22-30, 8.41-43 or 1 Kings 8.1, 8.6, 8.10-11, 8.22-30, 8.41-43; Psalm 84; 
Ephesians 6.10-20; John 6.56-69
We are exhorted by St Paul today to put on the whole armour of God. So he wants us to lead lives that are marked by truth, by righteousness, by whatever will make us ready to proclaim the gospel of peace, by faith, by salvation,  and by the Spirit, which is the word of God. He tells us to ‘keep alert and always persevere in supplication for all the saints’ and so we should pray for all the saints (that is, members of the church) throughout the world
· Remember the Church throughout the world in your prayers this week and beyond by downloading the Anglican Cycle of Prayer: www.anglicancommunion.org/resources/cycle-of-prayer/download-the-acp.aspx.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Amity Foundation, China
Text:
Robert McLean 
ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
St Bartholomew, Apostle and Martyr
– Tuesday 24 August 2021
· Deuteronomy 18.15-18; Psalm 145.10-18;
Revelation 21.9b-14; John 1.45-51

Today’s epistle reading is from St John the Divine’s dream about the end times. He sees the heavenly Jerusalem as not only a jewel-like city but as the bride of the Lamb. And he tells us that ‘the wall of the city has twelve foundations, and on them are the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb’. And so today we remember Bartholomew, sometimes called Nathaniel, as one of those people who was foundational to the Church in the apostolic age.
· Give thanks for the witness of the saints throughout the world in all times and in all places in whose path we follow.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of all institutions dedicated to St Bartholomew, remembering especially the ministry of the Melanesian Brotherhood at St Bartholomew’s Anglican Church on Thursday Island in the Torres Strait.

Text: 
Robert McLean 
ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
[OS 22]
– Day of prayer for refugees
– Sunday 22 August 2021

· Song of Songs 2.8-13; Psalm 45.1-2, 45.6-9;
James 1.17-27; Mark 7.1-8, 7.14-23

James tells us to ‘be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. For if any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror; for they look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were like’. James wants us to let what we have heard impel us into action. No sitting in the pews not letting the Spirit into our lives to disturb us. He wants us to ‘welcome with meekness the implanted word that has the power to save [our] souls and then get out and do something for God.
· Send your Spirit to us, Lord, that we might find ourselves disturbed into action for the sake of your kingdom
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of South India.

Text:
Robert McLean 
ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
The Martyrs of New Guinea
– Thursday 2 September 2021
· Zephaniah 3.14-20; Psalm 130;
Romans 8.33-39; John 12.20-32

St Paul’s famous passage, ‘I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord’, tells us that there is absolutely nothing that can stand between us and God’s love. Nothing. Nichts. Nada. As Christians, surely not only should we feel that amazing, never-ending love, but we should radiate it out to others. 
· Pray that you might radiate God’s love to everyone you encounter this week.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea.
Text:
Robert McLean 
ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
[OS 23]
– Sunday 5 September 2021

· Proverbs 22.1-2, 22.8-9, 22.22-23; Psalm 125;
either James 2.1-10, 14-17 or James 2.1-17; Mark 7.24-37

James warns us all today that we need to have a faith that is living and active – with the outward sign of doing good for others. It’s completely useless to have enough faith to move a mountain without backing it up with practical help for others. That practical help is love made visible and points towards the one who is Love made visible, Jesus Christ our Lord.
· Pray that your faith will not be sluggish or dead, but alive, active, and transformative.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Alliance for Development, Relief and Advocacy.

Text:
Robert McLean 
ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
[OS 24]
– Sunday 12 September 2021

· Either Proverbs 1.20-33 or Wisdom 7.26-8.1; Psalm 19:
James 2.18-26; Mark 8.27-38
James continues his warning to the Church that faith without works is dead. How do we show that what we believe has an effect on how we deal with others? How can we make a positive difference today?
· Give thanks for all whose faith is not dead, and pray that your own faith may propel you into positive action
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of North India.

Text:
Robert McLean 
ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Holy Cross Day
– Tuesday 14 September 2021
· Numbers 21.4b-9; 
either Psalm 78.1-2, 78.34-48 or Psalm 98.1-6; 
either 1 Corinthians 1.18-24 or Philippians 2.5-11; 
John 3.13-17
In his letter to the Church at Philippi, St Paul writes of Jesus: ‘[…] God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father’. How then do we show our love for Jesus? His blood was spilt for us, but how do we show our gratitude for his releasing us from our sins?

· Give thanks for the ministry of all churches and institutions dedicated to the Holy Cross, remembering especially Holy Cross Cathedral in Geraldton.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of Pakistan.

Text:
Robert McLean 
ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
[OS 25]
– Sunday 19 September 2021

· Proverbs 31.10-31; Psalm 1; 
James 3.1-12; Mark 9.30-37
James warns us about how dangerous our tongues are – comparing them to a small fire that brings the whole forest down to ashes. May we always endeavour to use our speech to build others up, not to tear them down. Forgive us for any throw-away comments that cause long-term damage to others.
· Set a guard, O Lord, on my mouth: and keep the door of my lips. (Ps 141.3)

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Province of Central Africa, especially in Zambia.
Text:
Robert McLean 
ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
St Matthew, Apostle, Evangelist and Martyr
– Tuesday 21 September 2021
· Proverbs 3.1-6; Psalm 19.1-6; 
Ephesians 4.1-14; Matthew 9.9-13

St Paul tells us that ‘… the gifts [Jesus] gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ’. Pray for all those who build us all up for the work of ministry within our parishes. May we all strive to be mature Christians who encourage and nurture others towards deeper faith. 
· Pray that every parish fosters and develops a culture that encourages everyone, no matter what their age, to continue on the journey towards God. May nobody get left behind.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Province of South East Asia.
Text:
Robert McLean 
ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
[OS 26]
– Sunday 26 September 2021

· Esther 7.1-6, 7.9-10; 9.20-22; Psalm 124; 
James 5.12-20; Mark 9.38-50

Whether suffering or celebrating, James tells us that we should pray. Of course it’s very easy to pray when things suddenly become tough – let’s face it we all do that. But since Jesus calls us his friends, should we be the sort of friend who only makes contact when s/he wants a favour? Really, that’s being a pretty poor friend. Much better to thank God for all the benefits we are shown and the grace we are freely given.  
· Lord, help me always to remember with gratitude the kindness you show me day by day.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Melanesia
Text:
Robert McLean 
ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Michael and All Angels (Michaelmas)
– Wednesday 29 September 2021

· Either Daniel 7.9-10, 7.13-14 or Ezekiel 1.4-12; Psalm 138; Revelation 12.7-12a; John 1.45-51

Today we read from St John the Divine’s dream of the end of time when the one who plots against us and accuses us before the throne of God – Satan – is overthrown and cast out of heaven for good. Satan will not have the last laugh. ‘The salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Messiah have come […] Rejoice then, you heavens and all who dwell in them!’
· Pray that you can see all the angels that surround your life.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of Ceylon.
Text:
Robert McLean 
ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
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Pew Reflections


Good Friday�– Friday 3 April 2015


Isaiah 52.13 – 53.12; Psalm 22�1 Corinthians 1.18-31 or Hebrews 10.16-25�John 18.1 – 19. 42


Good Friday could be called ‘Where is God day?’ so often is that question posed by the various texts offered today. The answer, where it is given, is in suffering, disfigurement, on a cross, where ever we would not like to look. 


Pray for the lost and the dying. Pray too for ecumenical and interfaith relationships.


Pray for ABM’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander partners, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.


Text:	The Very Rev. John Roundhill, Dean of Bendigo�© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015
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