[image: image11.jpg]



	[image: image2.jpg]Pew

Reflections
KEfjeciione

G




	

	11 April – 29 June 2021
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	Written by 
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 ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
	



Welcome to the second set of ABM’s Pew Reflections for 2021, based on the Psalms set for the Eucharists Sunday by Sunday. 

 In his Epistle to the Romans (15.4), St Paul writes, ‘Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope’. As you engage with the Scriptures, may the Word of God awaken and strengthen your hope. 


May you be blessed as you read Scripture. May your reading be a lantern to your feet and a light to your path (Psalm 119.105).

 Introducing Robert McLean …
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T

his  Quarter’s reflections have been written by Robert McLean, ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator. Robert has been with ABM since 2008.  He was formerly responsible for the Church to Church unit which supports leadership formation and training activities, as well as evangelistic outreach within ABM’s Overseas Program. Robert now manages the Partnerships Unit. In addition, a proportion of his work is dedicated to going out to speak to parishes and groups to raise awareness of ABM’s programs and to stimulate support, whether by interest, prayer or donations.

Robert completed a postgraduate degree in theology from the University of Otago in New Zealand in 1996 and has been employed within the Anglican Church in various roles ever since.

How to use ABM’s Pew Reflections
ABM’s Pew Reflections are designed for you to be able to easily cut and paste them into your pew bulletins and apply your own formatting. As every parish bulletin has its own house style it is important that you use a typeface that fits into yours but as a general guide they can be formatted like the two examples below. We try to ensure that they take up about half of an A5 sheet, though some writers are more concise than others.
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Pew Reflections, Second Quarter 2021 
11 April – 29 June
The Second Sunday of Easter
– Sunday 11 April 2021
· Acts 4.32-37; Psalm 133;
1 John 1.1 – 2.2; John 20.19-31
Today the Psalmist extols the notion of families living together in unity. It’s the same for the Church – unity (not uniformity) means that our ecclesiastical life ought to be one of supporting one another and building each other up in Christ’s name. As the old hymn says, The Church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord. May we remember that in everything we do as members of the Church.  
· May everything I do work towards the unity and growth  of my parish and my diocese. 
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Melanesia.

Text:
Robert McLean 
ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
The Third Sunday of Easter
– Sunday 18 April 2021
· Acts 3.12-20; Psalm 4;
1 John 2.15-17; 3.1-6; Luke 24.36b-48
Today the Psalmist wants us to know that he has been shown wonderful kindness by the Lord, and that when he calls to the Lord he is heard. How wonderful that the creator of the entire universe should not only bother with us humans as insignificant as we are, but show us kindness, and listen to us. 
· Give thanks for the acts of kindness and of listening that others offer to us and give praise for God’s limitless grace to us every day.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican
Church of Korea, the Daehan Seong Gong Hoe.
Text:
Robert McLean 
ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021

The Fourth Sunday of Easter
– Sunday 25 April 2021
· Acts 4.5-12; Psalm 23;
1 John 3.16-24; John 10.11-18
For those of us who live in cities far away from shepherds and sheep, the image of Christ as the Good Shepherd can seem remote. But, at its heart, the image is one of supreme care. Sheep are precious to shepherds – they are not just a source of income but beings upon whom care and attention is lavished. Each one of us is precious in God’s eyes. 
· Give thanks for God’s love and care towards each one of us, and pray that we might live in a way that thanks God for the tender care and blessings we receive.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Anglican Council

Text:
Robert McLean 
ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
St Mark, Evangelist and Martyr
– Monday 26 April 2021
· Isaiah 62.6-12; Psalm 89.1-9;
Ephesians 4.7-16 or 1 Peter 5.5b-14; Mark 16.1-15 or 16.16-20

Today the Psalmist asks, O Lord God of hosts, who is like you? Who indeed? God is full of compassion and long-suffering for us. If we sin, we can come back to God, make our confession and be reconciled with God. The love God has for us is unconditional and there is nothing that can ever separate us from it, no matter how poorly we behave. All we ever need to do is come back to God with true penitence and we will find ourselves embraced by love.
· Give thanks for God’s heart of kindness towards all of creation and rejoice in the assurance of never-ending, unconditional love. 
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia

Text:
Robert McLean 
ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
St Philip and St James, Apostles and Martyrs
– Saturday/Monday 1/3 May 2021
· Isaiah 30.18-21; Psalm 19.1-6 
1 Corinthians 15.1-8; John 14.6-14
Today the Psalmist talks of God’s glory being displayed throughout the universe. That’s at the macro-level. But what about at the micro-level. We each should examine our lives to see how God’s glory is reflected in our lives. Were every Bible and church to disappear suddenly, would people be able to reconstruct the gospel by watching us and how we live our lives? 
· Pray that the gospel may not only live in your mind but be shone forth from your heart so that others may see it and rejoice.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Iglesia Filipina Independiente, the Philippine Independent Church.

Text:
Robert McLean 
ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
The Fifth Sunday of Easter
– Sunday 2 May 2021
· Acts 8.26-40; Psalm 22.26-32;
1 John 4.7-21; John 15.1-8
The Psalmist, writing of God, tells us, From you springs my praise in the great congregation: I will pay my vows in the sight of all that fear you. Clearly he felt empowered by the worship of God in the company of others. How does worship add toy your life? What does it empower you to do for others?
· Pray that worship on Sunday may energise and empower you throughout the week to be the hands and feet of Christ in the world, bringing the same love to others as that with which he loves us.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church of Jerusalem and the Middle East.
Text:
Robert McLean 
ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
John, Apostle and Evangelist – if not observed on 27 December  
– Thursday 6 May 2021
· Proverbs 8.22-31; Psalm 97;
1 John 1.1-5; John 20.2-8
Today the Psalmist tells us that The Lord loves those that hate evil: the Lord guards the life of the faithful, and delivers them from the hand of the ungodly. As we know there are many evils in the world – from wage theft to people trafficking, racism to gender-based violence. What evils do you hate? How can you turn that into action on behalf of God so that the world can be turned into a better place?
· Pray for the discernment to know which of the world’s evils to address and how you might go about that in God’s name.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Province of Myanmar

Text:
Robert McLean 
ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
The Sixth Sunday of Easter
– Sunday 9 May 2021

· Acts 10.44-48; Psalm 98;
1 John 5.1-12; John 15.9-17 or John 16.16-24
We are exhorted by the Psalmist today to sing to the Lord a new song: for he has done marvellous things. If you were to examine your life what things would you describe as marvellous ones that God has done for you? What about in your parish? In our city? In Australia? We’re reminded to look for the blessings in our lives. Perhaps today’s the day to begin a gratitude diary, to help you focus on where God has been blessing you and the wider community.
· Thank God for every mercy and grace, blessing us beyond all measure
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of Ceylon.

Text:
Robert McLean 
ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021

Ascension Day 
– Thursday 13 May 2021
· Acts 1.1-11; Psalm 93;
Ephesians 1.15-23; Mark 16.15-20
The Psalmist’s hymn of praise today begins, The Lord is king, and has put on robes of glory: the Lord has put on his glory, he has girded himself with strength. How do you show that Jesus is the king of your life? Would others even know by your actions? May your following of Jesus shine out to others that you serve a king whose ‘service is perfect freedom’.
· Pray that others will know Jesus through your deeds and love for others.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Nippon Sei Ko Kai, the Anglican Church of Japan.

Text:
Robert McLean 
ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
St Matthias –if not celebrated on 24 February
– Friday 14 May 2021
· Acts 1.14-17, 20-26; Psalm 84 or Psalm 113;
Philippians 3.13-21; John 15.9-17
The Psalmist tells us about the beauty of the Temple in Jerusalem, writing, How lovely is your dwelling-place: O Lord God of hosts! Would you say that your church is a beautiful temple of the Lord? Is it well-cared for and tidy? Is the atmosphere reverent? Are people welcoming to new-comers? Is the place clique-y and gossipy? 
· Pray that we all make the effort in whatever way we can to make our houses of worship beautiful places where people find not only God’s love but a community of faith, friendship and fun. 

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church in the Philippines

Text:
Robert McLean 
ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021


	Receive regular updates from ABM 
and our Partners.

Subscribe here   

You can also learn about ABM on these social networking sites 



	Facebook
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	Flickr
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	Twitter
	


	YouTube
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	Ctrl + click the icons

to follow the links
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	Your used and mint postage stamps 
are valuable to ABM because 
we can use them to help fund mission.

Please trim used stamps 
with a 1 cm border around them, and
separate Australian stamps from overseas ones.
Stamp collections are also gratefully received.

Please send your stamps to: 


ABM
Locked Bag Q4005
Queen Victoria Building 
NSW 1230
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The Seventh Sunday after Easter 
– Sunday 16 May 2021
· Acts 1.15-17, 21-26; Psalm 1;
1 John 5.9-13; John 17.6-19
Today the Psalmist gives us good guidance. He tells us that we should avoid ungodliness, sin and scornfulness. We should take delight in God’s law. One way we can do just that is to read the Bible every day. Regular reading of the Scriptures brings us closer to God and his people over many centuries. May we all devote a little more time to getting more deeply acquainted with the Scriptures every day.   
· Give thanks for the easy access we have to Scripture through printed Bibles, online bibles and apps for our tablets and phones. 
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church of South Sudan.

Text:
Robert McLean 
ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Pentecost
– Sunday 23 May 2021
· Acts 2.1-21 or Ezekiel 37.1-14; Psalm 104.26-36;
Romans 8.22-27 or Acts 2.1-21; John 15.26-27; 16.4b-15
Today the Psalmist tells us that the Spirit of the Lord breathes new life. Where in our lives do we need change or renewal? Where would we like God’s Spirit to blow? Pray that God will renew and refresh your life.
· Come, Holy Spirit, and fill your faithful ones with the fire of your love.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui, the Anglican Church of Hong Kong
Text:
Robert McLean 
ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Trinity Sunday 
[Ordinary Sunday 9]
– Sunday 30 May 2021

· Isaiah 6.1-8; Psalm 29; 
Romans 8.12-17; John 3.1-17
Today the Psalmist tells us that the Lord will give to his people the blessing of peace. How lucky we are to live in Australia with its record of peace. How can we pass on this blessing to others in God’s name? 
· Pray for all those in the Armed Forces that they might always live up to the ideals the services profess. Remember those Australians who have served in peacekeeping roles around the world.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church of Sudan.

Text:
Robert McLean 
ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
The Visitation of the BVM
– Monday 31 May 2021
· 1 Samuel 2.1-10; Psalm 113;
Romans 12.9-16b; Luke 1.39-57
Like the text of the Magnificat (today’s Gospel reading), the Psalmist tells us today that [God] raises the lowly from the dust: and lifts the poor from out of the dungheap; He gives them a place among the princes: even among the princes of his people. We know from the life and ministry of Jesus that God holds the poor in high esteem. How can we follow Jesus out to the margins of society? How can we too love the homeless? What steps can we take to alleviate poverty?
· Remember the poor in your prayers and do something practical to help them this week through ABM.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Amity Foundation, China
Text:
Robert McLean 
ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Thanksgiving for the Holy Communion
– Thursday 3 June 2021
· Exodus 24.3-8; Psalm 116;
1 Corinthians 10.14-21; Mark 14.12-16 (17-21) 22-26
Today the Psalmist asks How shall I repay the Lord: for all his benefits to me? He then goes on to answer the question by saying, I will take up the cup of salvation: and call upon the name of the Lord. I will pay my vows to the Lord: in the presence of all his people. And so, he models something for us: that if we want to repay God for all the blessings we have been given then we can receive the cup of salvation at the altar, we can pray to God, we can worship with others in fulfilment of what we promised to God through our baptismal vows.
· Give thanks for the opportunity to receive the Eucharist and may you be joyful whenever you partake of the Body and Blood of our Lord.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of all institutions dedicated to the Body or Blood of Christ.

Text: 
Robert McLean 
ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Second Sunday after Pentecost 
[OS 10]
– Sunday 6 June 2021

· 1 Samuel 8.4-11 (12-15) 16-20; 11.14-16; Psalm 138;
2 Corinthians 4.13 – 5.1 (2-5); Mark 3.20-35
Today we learn from that Psalmist that At a time when I called to you, you gave me answer: and put new strength within my soul. May we remember that whenever we feel weak, or tired or anxious that if we call on God, then new strength will be given to us. There is no need to feel hopeless and alone because God is ever-willing to send the Holy Spirit to inspire, to comfort, and to strengthen us.
· Send your Spirit to us, Lord, that we might be given consolation and reassurance.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of South India.

Text:
Robert McLean 
ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
St Barnabas, Apostle and Martyr
– Friday 11 June 2021
· Job 29.11-16; Psalm 98;
Acts 11.22-30; 13.1-3; Matthew 10.7-13
Today the Psalmist tells us that God comes to judge the earth: he shall judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples with equity. What would a world look like where righteousness and equity reign supreme? We all know that the world is far from being a beacon of impartiality and fairness. How might that change?
· Pray that you may take up your part against injustice and inequality, and give thanks for those who already have
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Peace and Justice Network – and sign up to get their newsletter at https://apjn.anglicancommunion.org 
Text:
Robert McLean 
ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Third Sunday after Pentecost 
[OS 11]
– Sunday 13 June 2021

· 1 Samuel 15.34 – 16.13; Psalm 20;
2 Corinthians 5.6-10 (11-13) 14-17; Mark 4.26-34
Today the Psalmist tells us not to put our trust in apparently strong things, such as chariots and horses because they only lead to ruin. Far better, he writes, to trust in the name of the Lord our God. That leads to our being made strong and our standing upright. How great it is to know that trusting in God will lead to a secure future.
· Pray that you will always trust in the Lord, the only sure hope that we have.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Alliance for Development, Relief and Advocacy.

Text:
Robert McLean 
ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
[OS 12]
– Sunday 20 June 2021

· Either 1 Samuel 17(1a, 4-11, 19-23), 32-49 
or 1 Samuel 17.57 – 18.5, 10-16; 
Either Psalm 9.9-20 or Psalm 133;
2 Corinthians 6.1-13; Mark 4.35-41
Today the Psalmist reminds us again of the love which God has for the poor: [God] has remembered the poor: he has not forgotten their cry ... the needy shall not always be forgotten: nor shall the hope of the poor perish for ever. Given that the poor claim a special place in the heart of God, how can we best help the poor here in Australia, and throughout our Partner Churches?
· Work out how you can help the poor today and go online and make a generous donation (to Anglicare or ABM)
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of North India.

Text:
Robert McLean 
ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
The Birthday of John the Baptist
– Thursday 24 June 2021
· Isaiah 49.1-6; Psalm 139.1-11;
Acts 13.(16-21) 22-26; Luke 1.57-66, 80
Today the Psalmist writes that there is nowhere that we can be away from God’s Spirit – whether we go to heaven, the grave, fly towards the east at morning or dwell in the farthest parts of the sea. Wherever we are, God’s Spirit is there with us. How wonderful that God should make it the case that we can never be alone but always drawn into a community of love with him: Father, Son and Spirit.
· Give thanks that we can never be alone, for we are always enveloped by God’s Spirit no matter where we are.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of Pakistan.

Text:
Robert McLean 
ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
[OS 13]
– Sunday 27 June 2021

· 2 Samuel 1.1, 17-27; Psalm 130;
2 Corinthians 8.(1-6) 7-15; Mark 5.21-43

The writer of Psalm 130 knows the depths of despair and from that state he cries out to the Lord, because with the Lord there is mercy and ample redemption. And so it is for us: if we are feel hopeless or miserable because of some situation that’s tumbling over our heads, crashing like waves all over us, then all we need to do is turn to the one who can rescue any of us from the multitude of their sins. Praise God for such abundant mercy and care
· Pray for all those who find themselves overwhelmed by circumstances – whether of their own making of because of the folly of others. Pray that God will lift them out of their distress and strengthen their heart.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Province of Central Africa, especially in Zambia.
Text:
Robert McLean 
ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
SS Peter and Paul, Apostles and Martyrs
– Tuesday 29 June 2021
· Either Acts 12.1-11 or Ezekiel 34.11-16; 
Either Psalm 87 or Psalm 34.1-10;
2 Timothy 4.6-8 (9-16) 17-18; John 21.15-22 
Today the Psalmist assures us that he sought the Lord’s help and he answered: and he freed me from all my fears. Again we see how God frees us from all our anxieties and worries if we bring our concerns in prayer. How many anxieties must Peter and Paul have had, especially as they were martyred in Christ’s name. Yet, their remained steadfast in the Lord. 
· Pray that like the Psalmist, St Peter and St Paul, you would cast all your cares on the Lord and bear testimony to God’s unfailing love.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Province of South East Asia.
Text:
Robert McLean 
ABM’s Partnerships Coordinator
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Pew Reflections


Good Friday�– Friday 3 April 2015


Isaiah 52.13 – 53.12; Psalm 22�1 Corinthians 1.18-31 or Hebrews 10.16-25�John 18.1 – 19. 42


Good Friday could be called ‘Where is God day?’ so often is that question posed by the various texts offered today. The answer, where it is given, is in suffering, disfigurement, on a cross, where ever we would not like to look. 


Pray for the lost and the dying. Pray too for ecumenical and interfaith relationships.


Pray for ABM’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander partners, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.


Text:	The Very Rev. John Roundhill, Dean of Bendigo�© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015
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