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	3 October – 28 December 2021
	

	Readings from
An Australian Lectionary 2021
(Years B and C)
	

	Written by the 
Ballina and Lennox Head Anglicans
	



Welcome to the final set of ABM’s Pew Reflections for 2021, written by Ballina and Lennox Head Anglicans. 

 In his Epistle to the Romans (15.4), St Paul writes, ‘Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope’. As you engage with the Scriptures, may the Word of God awaken and strengthen your hope. 


May you be blessed as you read Scripture. May your reading be a lantern to your feet and a light to your path (Psalm 119.105).

 Introducing the Ballina and Lennox Head Anglicans …
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T

his  Quarter’s reflections have been written by the Ballina and Lennox Head Anglicans. Their Rector is the Rev Canon Matthew Jones, pictured above. The parish says of itself,
We are an Anglican Parish in the Grafton Diocese.  While the Anglican tradition is broad, we would consider ourselves middle of the road. Through our various services and ministries we seek to provide an environment for Christian growth and formation. Evangelical and Anglo-Catholic, conservative and liberal Anglicans have found a home with us.

The Parish of Ballina includes the communities of Ballina and Lennox Head. Within the Parish the worship centres include St Mary’s in Ballina and St John the Baptist in Lennox Head.

The Parish is also in partnership with Emmanuel Anglican College and the Ballina Anglican Op Shop.

How to use ABM’s Pew Reflections
ABM’s Pew Reflections are designed for you to be able to easily cut and paste them into your pew bulletins and apply your own formatting. As every parish bulletin has its own house style it is important that you use a typeface that fits into yours but as a general guide they can be formatted like the two examples below. We try to ensure that they take up about half of an A5 sheet, though some writers are more concise than others.
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Pew Reflections, Fourth Quarter 2021 
3 October – 28 December
Ordinary Sunday 27B
[Pentecost 19]
– Sunday 3 October 2021
· Job 1.1; 2.1-10; Psalm 26;
Hebrews 1.1-4; 2.5-12; Mark 10.2-16 

Jesus told his disciples to let the children come to him and not to stop them. He went on to say that we must all accept God with a childlike trust. Have you ever experienced a child climbing up on the couch and saying, “catch me daddy” as they leapt into the air? Poor dad must fly across the room, almost dislocating every bone in their body, but they catch their precious child. The child never doubted that dad would catch them. This childlike trust is, I think, how Jesus encourages us to think about God and the kingdom of heaven. Do we fill our heads and hearts with adult questions, demanding proof before we leap, or do we leap out in faith, trusting that God is there?  

· Pray that we may all have complete trust in God, even when we have questions. 

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Province of South East Asia.

Text:
The Reverend Canon Matthew Jones
Ballina and Lennox Head Anglicans
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Ordinary Sunday 28B
[Pentecost 20]
– Sunday 10 October 2021
· Job 23.1-9, 16-17; Psalm 22.1-15;
Hebrews 4.12-16; Mark  10.17-31 

Psalm 22 speaks very honestly of the hard times that come with being human, times when God might seem far away.’ My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’ says the Psalmist. These are the words Jesus cried out on the cross, in the depth of his suffering. And yet Jesus himself reminds us that God does not forsake us, that there is hope and wholeness for the world. Right there on the cross, Jesus embodies the presence of God with us, holding the broken and hurting world in his outstretched, crucified arms.

· Reflect on your life right now. What hurts? What is hard? Place all your hurt and suffering in Jesus’ gentle and compassionate arms. Pray that he will fill you with hope and wholeness.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Melanesia.
Text:
The Reverend Cathy Ridd
Ballina and Lennox Head Anglicans
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021

Ordinary Sunday 29B
[Pentecost 21]
– Sunday 17 October 2021
· Job 38.1-7; Psalm 104.1-10, 26;
Hebrews 5.1-10; Mark  10.35-45 

The first two lines of the Servant Song (found in Together in Song) are “Brother, sister let me serve you, let me be as Christ to you”. Serving through acts of kindness does not expect anything in return. The acts of kindness are done with humility – “…and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve...” (Mark 10:44-45). The Song also reminds us “that I may have the grace to let you be my servant too.”.

· Pray that we will respond to each other with compassion and kindness, reflecting the love of Jesus.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican
Church of Korea, the Daehan Seong Gong Hoe.
Text:
John
Ballina and Lennox Head Anglicans
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
St Luke, Evangelist and Martyr
– Monday 18 October 2021

· Jeremiah 8.22 – 9.3; Psalm 145.10-18;
2 Timothy 4.9-17a; Luke 10.1-9
Reaching out to others in mission can be an uncomfortable experience.  If a number of people make a commitment to serve our Lord in mission, the task is made easier. It is also made easier in the knowledge that the Holy Spirit is with us all the way and that we should understand that the Lord would not send us out except in the knowledge that he believes that we can achieve good results if we focus on his mission.  The Lord says that those we meet will be touched by the sense of the presence of the Holy Spirit in us. How encouraging is that?

· Pray that we can find the strength to reach out to others in the community in the knowledge that we will be guided by the Holy Spirit. 

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Anglican Council
Text:
Hugh McIntosh 
Ballina and Lennox Head Anglicans
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Ordinary Sunday 30B
[Pentecost 22]
– Sunday 17 October 2021

· Job 42.1-6, 10-17; Psalm 34.1-8;
Hebrews 7.21-28; Mark 10.46-52
Bartimaeus’ cries as he sat by the roadside were a prayer from the heart. Unrehearsed, not from a prayer book, raw and desperate. They could not be ignored and when faced with opposition, they grew louder. Our faith calls for moments of desperation such as this when we shout out unrehearsed to Jesus and our faith makes us well. What roadside are you sitting by and what cloak do you need to throw off?
· We give thanks that Jesus is abundant in mercy and that he does not ignore our cries for help. 

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia

Text:
Amkela Malaba
Ballina and Lennox Head Anglicans
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
St Simon and St Jude, Apostles and Martyrs
– Thursday 28 October 2021
· Deuteronomy 32.1-4; Psalm 19.1-6; 
Jude 1-3, 17-25; Luke 6.12-16

Simon and Jude were chosen by Jesus to be apostles, or messengers, to go out and spread the Gospel and the love of Christ Jesus.

All of our readings today tie together this idea of being messengers: from Deuteronomy, “let the earth hear the words of my mouth ……for I will proclaim the name of the Lord”; from Psalm 19, “sound has gone out through all the world: and their words to the ends of the earth”; the Epistle provides advice for the mission, while Luke’s Gospel gives us the names of Jesus’ chosen Apostles.

The Melanesian Brotherhood, MBH, founded in 1925, headquartered in the Solomon Islands and extending over those islands, Vanuatu, Papua New Guinea and the Torres Strait, took the example of Simon and Jude as their patron saints. Melanesian Brothers go out in pairs or small groups to take the Gospel to the people. They live simple lives of poverty, chastity and obedience, and follow Christ’s example of prayer, mission and service, working and living with locals. 
· We pray that we too may have Christ in our mouths, heads, and hearts as we go about in the world

· We give thanks for the lives, work and witness of the Melanesian Brotherhood

Text:
Janice Peate, Companion MBH
Ballina and Lennox Head Anglicans
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Ordinary Sunday 31B
[Pentecost 23]
– Sunday 31 October 2021

· Ruth 1.1-18; Psalm 146;
Hebrews 9.11-15; Mark 12.13-17, 28-34
Our gospel reading today challenges us about honesty and truth in the two stories we read. Give to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, or in today’s language, the services that we use, debts we accumulate, State and Federal laws, especially in this Covid pandemic. We live in a very materialistic society, ‘It’ll be right, mate!’. Honestly? May our attitude towards managing our finances be one of honesty and truth, and give to God the things that are God’s. Honesty and truth are also high priorities in our relationship with God. There are many gods in our materialistic world. How can we be absolutely certain God is first in our lives and neighbours (other people) second?  Jesus has much to teach us about our neighbours.
· Loving God, thank you for your presence with us every day, teaching us how to live honestly and truthfully in the many challenges we encounter. Bless us as we think outside the box about ‘the things that are Caesar’s and the things that are God’s.’ Amen.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church of Jerusalem and the Middle East.
Text:
P. Kerr
Ballina and Lennox Head Anglicans
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
All Saints’ Day
– Monday 1 November 2021

· Either Isaiah 25.6-9 or Wisdom 3.1-9; Psalm 24;
Revelation 21.1-6a; John 11.32-44 

By faith and righteousness, we belong to the Lord, and as such a great feast has been laid out for our entry into our heavenly home. The Creator King will come and welcome us into eternal joy and to meet with those who have gone before.

· Pray to be ready for the glorious greeting and welcome into the promised inheritance.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Australia, and all the other members of the National Council of Churches in Australia. 
Text:
Fran Legge
Ballina and Lennox Head Anglicans
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021

All Souls’ Day
– Tuesday 2 November 2021

· Job 14.1-4; Psalm 29;
 John 5.19-29

In John 5.19-29 Jesus describes the intimacy enjoyed with the Father and the Son’s revelation of the Father to the world. He affirms himself as the one through whom light and life are mediated: ‘Very truly, I tell you, the hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live.’ This is a reference not only to a future salvation but reminding us that Christ gives life now. It is a call to life. 

Hearing the words of Jesus and embracing his entire presence and message means Eternal life begins. Rejoice!

· Pray that you may remember this incredible gift every day and that his light may reflect in your thoughts, words and actions. 

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Iglesia Filipina Independiente, the Philippine Independent Church.

Text:
Hamsa Arnold
Ballina and Lennox Head Anglicans
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Ordinary Sunday 32B
[Pentecost 24]
– Sunday 7 November 2021
– unless All Saints’ Day is transferred to today (see Monday)
· Ruth 3.1-5; 4.13-17; Psalm 127; 
Hebrews 9.23-28; Mark 12.38-44

Do you have a family of your own? 

Do you have relatives who can be relied upon to look after you like Naomi did for Ruth? 

Maybe you don’t have a family at all. 

What does family give you - love, care, support and encouragement? 

God is here to provide all this for all humanity no matter what your circumstances. He promises to provide for all of us, to protect us and encourage us through his people and his word, just like our own families. 

How can you be God’s family to others?

· Give thanks to God for his family, the Church, in your Parish. Pray for the work they do to provide for families and the community nearby.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Province of Myanmar, especially at this time of tensions.
Text:
Jan Fryer 
Ballina and Lennox Head Anglicans
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021


	Receive regular updates from ABM 
and our Partners.

Subscribe here   

You can also learn about ABM on these social networking sites 



	Facebook
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	Flickr
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	Twitter
	


	YouTube
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	Ctrl + click the icons

to follow the links
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	Your used and mint postage stamps 
are valuable to ABM because 
we can use them to help fund mission.

Please trim used stamps 
with a 1 cm border around them, and
separate Australian stamps from overseas ones.
Stamp collections are also gratefully received. 
Please keep the stamps in their albums
Please send your stamps to: 


ABM
Locked Bag Q4005
Queen Victoria Building 
NSW 1230
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Ordinary Sunday 33B
[Pentecost 25]
– Sunday 14 November 2021

· 1 Samuel 1.4-20; 
For the Psalm The Song of Hannah (1 Samuel 2.1–8); 
Hebrews 10.11-14, 19-25; Mark  13.1-11

Do I instinctively take my grief and gratitude to God in prayer?

Do I trust that he will answer me?

Hannah reveals her deep faith and her understanding of 
God’s power and love in her song of praise after the birth of her son Samuel.

After a long period of yearning, her trust in God and her fervent prayer have been rewarded.

· Give thanks for Hannah’s faith and trust in God and for her example of steadfast faith and persistent prayer.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of MU throughout the Anglican Communion.
Text:
M. Shaw 
Ballina and Lennox Head Anglicans
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Ordinary Sunday 34B
[Reign of Christ/Christ the King]
– Sunday 21 November 2021
· Either 2 Samuel 23.1-7 or Daniel 7.9-10, 13-14;
either Psalm 132.1-12 or Psalm 93; 
Revelation 1.4b-8; John 18.33-37

"So, you are a king?"

Pilate asks Jesus this question, soldiers placed a crown of thorns on Jesus' head, and hailed him as king. The text above Jesus' head on the cross stated:  "Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews". What say you?  He came to teach God's love, he offered his life to save our life, what say you? Is Christ your King?

· Pray that others may see and welcome Christ the King into their hearts also. 

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Kenya.

Text:
Fr Richard Brown
Ballina and Lennox Head Anglicans
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Advent 1C
– Sunday 28 November 2021
– A new year begins for Western Christians 
(Orthodox Christians begin theirs annually on 1 September)
· Jeremiah 33.14-16; Psalm 25.1-10;  
1 Thessalonians 3.9-13; Luke 21.25-38

Advent has begun: a time of waiting for the coming of Christ. This whole year has been a time of waiting - waiting to see loved ones; waiting to worship together; waiting for simple freedoms we have always taken for granted. Waiting can be tough! But that changes when we wait with hope.  Our readings today encourage us, even as we wait, to hope in God who is compassionate, faithful, and who draws near to us (sometimes in unexpected ways).
· Give thanks for the hope that comes in knowing and trusting God.

· Give thanks for the work of ABM, whose mission is to bring God’s love, hope and justice to this hurting world.

Text:
The Reverend Cathy Ridd
Ballina and Lennox Head Anglicans
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
St Andrew, Apostle and Martyr
– Tuesday 30 November 2021

· Deuteronomy 30.11-14; Psalm 19.1-6;
Romans 10.8-18; Matthew 4.18-22

St Andrew brought people, both family and foreigners, to meet Jesus.

Now Jesus is risen from the dead, and HE IS LORD!

In Romans 10 we are reminded that “righteousness by faith” (being made right with God when we trust in Jesus) is available to EVERYONE. But how will everyone get the message?

· Pray that we can share this message with both those near to us and those who are strangers to us, and, like St Andrew, help them meet Jesus.

· Remember the Church throughout the world in your prayers this week and beyond by downloading the worldwide Anglican Cycle of Prayer: https://www.anglicancommunion.org/resources/prayer.aspx
· Give thanks for the Church of Bangladesh, remembering especially today their ministry in a predominantly non-Christian context.

Text:
John Broadley
Ballina and Lennox Head Anglicans 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Advent 2C
– Sunday 5 December 2021

· Malachi 3.1-14; For the Psalm Song of Zechariah;
Philippians 1.1-11;  Luke 3.1-6 
Luke’s gospel quotes the prophet Isaiah about the preparation required for a royal visit—the road cleared, smoothed and straightened, valleys filled, and hills flattened. A dramatic picture indeed!  In a similar way the people’s moral and spiritual state needed drastic action in their deep need to repent, in readiness for the coming of the Messiah, Christ Jesus. As we look forward to celebrating Christmas, may we look closely at our own hearts and lives.
· We thank you Lord Jesus that in your coming you provided all that we need for cleansing, forgiveness and restoration. May our hearts overflow with joy!

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Nippon Sei Ko Kai, the Anglican Church of Japan.

Text: 
Meryl Broadley
Ballina and Lennox Head Anglicans 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Advent 3C
– Sunday 12 December 2021

· Zephaniah 3.14-20; For the Psalm A Song of Isaiah;
Philippians 4.4-7; Luke 3.7-18 

John the Baptist used harsh words of criticism and warning and it seemed to have caught the attention of those he was addressing. “Even tax collectors came to be baptised and they asked him, ‘Teacher, what should we do?’” They knew that their corruption had been exposed and they were now at a point of decision making, to keep being corrupt or ‘repent’, i.e., change direction. I wonder what there is in our lives that needs to change direction? 
· Give thanks for the unconditional love and forgiveness of God who does not hold our past sins against us.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church in the Philippines.
Text:
The Reverend Canon Matthew Jones
Ballina and Lennox Head Anglicans
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Advent 4C
– Sunday 19 December 2021

· Micah 5.2-5a; For the Psalm  Song of Mary or Psalm 80.1-7;
Hebrews 10.5-10; Luke 1.39-45 (46-55) 

Today’s readings highlight what for me is the essence of Christianity: That Jesus came to save us, particularly the lowly, downtrodden and insignificant – that is, you and me. Sometimes I think we (and the powers that be in all aspects of life) place too much emphasis on who we are, where we fit in society and how important someone (us included) might be.  Jesus and Mary both epitomise the humblest of origins, insignificant in the wider world. We should remember this – we have been chosen by God to represent his values on this earth and live our lives to be an example of his love.
· Pray that we may always act to reflect God’s love, and work to empower those who have little power or position to lift themselves up.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church of South Sudan..
Text:
Anne Marie Troutman
Ballina and Lennox Head Anglicans
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
St Thomas, Apostle and Martyr
– Tuesday 21 December 2021 
if not observed on 3 July
· Habakkuk 2.1-4; Psalm 117;
Ephesians 2.19-22; John 20.24-29 

In today’s readings, we see the spectrum of life’s ups and downs spread before us, therefore let us remind ourselves that when doubts arise, we are to ask our Lord for help like Thomas, that when life is hard or challenging, as it was for Habakkuk, we ask our Lord to help us stay strong in faith and hope. 
· Pray that when our life is hard, our faith and hope will remain strong and that when we can’t always meet together, our whole church community will work to build each other up, so that a place for God remains inside each of us.

· Give thanks for the Church of the Province of Central Africa, remembering especially the work of the Zambia Anglican Council.

Text:
John Phillips
Ballina and Lennox Head Anglicans
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Christmas Day 
[Third set of readings]
– Saturday 25 December 2021

· Isaiah 52.7-10; Psalm 98; 
Hebrews 1.1-12; John 1.1-14
David in Psalm 98 tells us to use our voice to ‘sing a new song’ and our music to praise and give thanks to God. This is how we can show our gratitude to God for all the gifts he has given us. Today we celebrate God’s best and wonderful gift to us in Jesus.
 How can you use your gift to ‘shout with joy’ to the Lord?
· Give thanks for the gift of music to sing our song of joy and the freedom to do it. 
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem, remembering the Christian communities, primarily Greek Orthodox, Armenian Apostolic, and Roman Catholic, in that city.
Text:
Kerry Johnston
Ballina and Lennox Head Anglicans
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
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EITHER

Christmas 1C
– Sunday 26 December 2021

· 1 Samuel 2.18-20, 26; Psalm 148
Colossians 3.12-17; Luke 2.41-52 

Jesus showed us, how, at the age of 12 years, he recognised his role as God’s son, but he also obeyed his earthly parents’ request to return to Nazareth with them after he had stayed behind in Jerusalem with the temple leaders. Jesus was growing into the role God had prepared for him on earth. God calls us to grow in our relationship with Him and reflect our love for God in our relationships with family and the wider community, loving and caring for one another and forgiving as we are forgiven.
· Give thanks every day for God’s unfailing love for us and pray that we can show God’s love to all who love and care for us, and all those we interact with in our daily life. 

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea, remembering especially today the staff and students at Newton Theological College in Popondetta.

Text:
A. Emery 
Ballina and Lennox Head Anglicans
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
OR
St Stephen, Deacon and Martyr
– Sunday 26 December 2021
if permitted

· 2 Chronicles 24.17-22; Psalm 31.1-8;
Acts 6.8-10; 7.54-60; Matthew 10.17-22

St Stephen speaks of God’s glory, but the people refuse to listen. They lash out and kill him in the most violent way and yet, with his final words, he asks God to forgive them. It is sometimes difficult for us to speak the truth when it is not popular, but that must not stop us from standing up for what is right and proudly walking in the footsteps of Jesus. 

· Pray that we may have the strength to speak with 
truth and act with integrity even if we are criticized for doing so. 

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea, remembering especially today the staff and students at Newton Theological College in Popondetta.

Text:
Ben Franklin 
Ballina and Lennox Head Anglicans
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
St John, Apostle and Evangelist
– Monday 27 December 2021
· Proverbs 8.22-31; Psalm 97; 
1 John 1.1-5; John 20.2-8

In today’s epistle we are reminded John actually knew Jesus and is speaking from his personal experience and testimony and wants to share that joy. As this difficult year draws to a close, we remember that Jesus Christ brought light to the world, dispelling darkness. As the Canadian theologian, Jason Cheong writes, ‘So, as we go out and share the work that God has done in our lives, let us not forget why we do so. We do so not only to invite others into our lives to fellowship with us but also to fellowship with God’.

· Pray for the people of the world living in darkness that peace, light and joy may come into their lives.

· Give thanks for the Church of Ceylon, which covers most of Sri Lanka, remembering their ministry in a multi-religious context.

Text:
Gay Warburton 
Ballina and Lennox Head Anglicans
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Holy Innocents’ Day
– Tuesday 28 December 2021

· Jeremiah 31.15-20; Psalm 124;
1 John 1.5 – 2.2; Matthew 2.13-18  

The story of King Herod ordering the deaths of all the children who were two years or under who lived in and around Bethlehem is barbaric. It is even more troubling to think that the prophet Jeremiah foretold of this tragedy. Thankfully Joseph believed the Lord’s message which he received in a dream and was able to protect the baby Jesus.

· Pray for all children whose lives are under threat. Pray that we may all listen to the voice of God and, like Joseph, be prepared to act as we are called to. 

· Give thanks for the Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui, the Anglican Church of Hong Kong, giving thanks for their work and witness

Text:
The Reverend Canon Matthew Jones
Ballina and Lennox Head Anglicans
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Pew Reflections


Good Friday�– Friday 3 April 2015


Isaiah 52.13 – 53.12; Psalm 22�1 Corinthians 1.18-31 or Hebrews 10.16-25�John 18.1 – 19. 42


Good Friday could be called ‘Where is God day?’ so often is that question posed by the various texts offered today. The answer, where it is given, is in suffering, disfigurement, on a cross, where ever we would not like to look. 


Pray for the lost and the dying. Pray too for ecumenical and interfaith relationships.


Pray for ABM’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander partners, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.


Text:	The Very Rev. John Roundhill, Dean of Bendigo�© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015
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