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Welcome to the first set of ABM’s Pew Reflections for 2021. 

 In his Epistle to the Romans (15.4), St Paul writes, ‘Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope’. As you engage with the Scriptures, may the Word of God awaken and strengthen your hope. May it be a lantern to your feet and a light to your path (Psalm 119.105).

In Christ,
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Robert McLean

Partnerships Coordinator

 Introducing Kate Ross …
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he Reverend Kate Ross is currently assistant priest at St John’s Cathedral, Brisbane. Her journey to ministry spanned nearly thirty years. An avowed atheist through her teenage years, Kate stumbled upon Christianity while studying medieval literature at the University of Queensland. She discovered that a basic knowledge of Christianity helped considerably in reading this literature. After taking courses in Christian thought, Kate found herself drawn to the Anglican church, to its solemnity, ritual, music, awe and hospitality. She was baptised at Holy Trinity, Fortitude Valley, in the Diocese of Brisbane, in 1991. Kate then went on to have a career in the Australian Public Service. This took her to Canberra, Darwin and Sydney. She worked primarily with statistics about Australia’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as well as education and health statistics. In 2015, Kate’s sense of call became too insistent and she left her job, and Australia, to pursue the Master of Divinity degree at Yale University as well as Anglican Studies at Berkeley Divinity School. While overseas she travelled home regularly and did her Clinical Pastoral Education in Melbourne. After her return to Brisbane in mid-2019, Kate was ordained to the diaconate and then to the priesthood in December 2019.  
How to use ABM’s Pew Reflections
ABM’s Pew Reflections are designed for you to be able to easily cut and paste them into your pew bulletins and apply your own formatting. As every parish bulletin has its own house style it is important that you use a typeface that fits into yours but as a general guide they can be formatted like the two examples below. We try to ensure that they take up about half of an A5 sheet, though some writers are more concise than others.
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Pew Reflections, First Quarter 2021 
10 January – 4 April
Ordinary Sunday 1
[Epiphany 1]
8]
– Sunday 10 January 2021
· Genesis 1.1-5; Psalm 29;
Acts 19.1-7; Mark 1.4-11

Water and light and voice; these are inextricably linked. God created light from the face of the deep by vocalising the creative injunction. The voice of the Lord is generative, it makes things. In Genesis, the light of creation is made; in the Gospel, the light of the world, Jesus Christ is revealed. God’s voice declares Jesus to be God’s Son after his ritual death and resurrection in water.

· Pray for the light of the world to be known among the nations. Help us to become the voice of God, creating and redeeming the world.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Melanesia.

Text:
The Rev Kate Ross, 
St John’s Cathedral, Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Ordinary Sunday 2 
[Epiphany 2]
– Sunday 17 January 2021
· 1 Samuel 3.1-10 (11-20); Psalm 139.1-5, 12-18;
1 Corinthians 6.12-20; John 1.43-51

We are our bodies, we are our DNA, the millions of switches which gave us this characteristic or that one, our mother’s eyes or our grandfather’s nose. The Psalmist tells us that God knows us absolutely, better than we know ourselves. God knows our bodies for God made them. It is not just God who knows us though. Nathanael knew that Jesus was the Son of God because Jesus knew Nathanael first. As the father knows us we can know the Son.
· Give us grace to relax into the comfort of being known absolutely by God, the joy of belonging to God’s body and the hope of seeing God’s Son.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican
Church of Korea, the Daehan Seong Gong Hoe.
Text:
The Rev Kate Ross, 
St John’s Cathedral, Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021

Ordinary Sunday 3
[Epiphany 3]
8]
– Sunday 24 January 2021
· Jonah 3.1-10; Psalm 62.5-12;
1 Corinthians 7.29-31; Mark 1.14-20

What we do matters. It matters to ourselves, each other and to God. The people of Nineveh responded to Jonah’s warning of destruction by donning sackcloth, sitting in ashes and going without food or water. The king hopes that if his citizens turned from their evil ways then God would change his mind. God does change his mind. Is God capricious or does God hear and respond to his people? In much the same way, Jesus calls for our repentance and belief in the gospel. The time is near when we will have to choose to follow Jesus just like the fisherfolk he called.

· Pray that we have ears to listen to the urgency of God’s call to us to live in the faith of Jesus Christ. We ask that we too could leave all things that weigh us down and follow Jesus.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Anglican Council

Text:
The Rev Kate Ross, 
St John’s Cathedral, Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021

Ordinary Sunday 4
[Epiphany 4]
8]
– Sunday 31 January 2021

· Deuteronomy 18.15-20; Psalm 111;
1 Corinthians 8.1-13; Mark 1.21-28

 The first part of the Shahadah, the Muslim declaration of faith and the first pillar of Islam, is there is no god but God. I think Paul would agree. He recognises the existence of other gods but claims that there is only God, God the Father and the only Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Unclean spirits, demons and the like recognise who Jesus is while the people around him do not. It takes a devil to recognise its opposite.
· Help us to recognise the one true God. Pray that we will recognise the idols of our age, money, status and power, and work and live to overcome them with the help of Jesus who is the only Holy One.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia

Text:
The Rev Kate Ross, 
St John’s Cathedral, Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
The Presentation of Christ in the Temple
– Tuesday 2 February 2021
· Malachi 3.1-4; Either Psalm 24 or Psalm 84; 
Hebrews 2.14-18; Luke 2.22-40

Mary and Joseph followed the law of Moses and took the infant Jesus to the temple. This was a pivotal moment, a key point in Jesus’ life – as Simeon says ‘now you are dismissing your servant in peace’. Now, not yesterday or tomorrow but right now. Simeon, guided by the Spirit, knows that Jesus is saviour. This revelation is confirmed by Anna, the devout female prophet who balances out the righteous male prophet. Christ is accessible by all people.
· We pray that we may find time to look and see where Christ is in our lives; we pray that we will recognise Christ when he comes.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Iglesia Filipina Independiente, the Philippine Independent Church.

Text:
The Rev Kate Ross, 
St John’s Cathedral, Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Ordinary Sunday 5
[Epiphany 5]
– Sunday 7 February 2021
· Isaiah 40.21-31; Psalm 147.1-11;
1 Corinthians 9.16-23; Mark 1.29-39

Paul is a chameleon. He is a Jew but is now a follower of Christ. Nonetheless, he is all things for all people. He is like a Jew, one under the law, one outside the law, and the weak. In fact, Paul will turn himself into anything to save souls. And the best part is that salvation is free. The grace of God in Jesus Christ is there in all Jesus’ healings and castings out of demons and it costs nothing. In one sense. But in another the cost to us is the call to leave all of this world behind and follow Jesus.
· Jesus our friend, we ask that you give us courage to leave our selves behind and follow you, trusting in you and relying on your faithfulness to us that we may be confident to proclaim the good news we have in you.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church of Jerusalem and the Middle East.
Text:
The Rev Kate Ross, 
St John’s Cathedral, Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
EITHER –
The Last Sunday after the Epiphany  
– Sunday 14 February 2021
· 2 Kings 2.1-12; Psalm 50.1-6; 
2 Corinthians 4.3-12; Mark 9.2-9
Today’s readings are full of signs and wonders. There is parting of waters, fire, whirlwind, tempest, and clouds. Such signs as these are markers of God’s presence among us. God controls God’s creation. God’s mastery is for our benefit, however. This is made clear in the transfiguration. Jesus speaks with Elijah and Moses and Peter, James and John are terrified. Then a cloud comes, a voice speaks and Jesus is revealed, definitively, as God incarnate whose words are an imperative.

· Lord, you who creates and cares for us, we ask that we may be able to see your signs and wonders in our lives, follow you and receive eternal life through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Province of Myanmar

Text:
The Rev Kate Ross, 
St John’s Cathedral, Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
OR –
Ordinary Sunday 6
[Epiphany 6]
– Sunday 14 February 2021

· 2 Kings 5.1-14; Psalm 30;
1 Corinthians 9.24-27; Mark 1.40-45
Both Elisha and Jesus cure lepers. When Jesus heals it is through the faith of the leper who knows Jesus can cure him with a mere movement of will. But Naaman does not accept his cure from Elisha at first because it’s too easy. Naaman’s cure is simply to immerse himself in the Jordan. Naaman is outraged that Elisha did not come out in person or wave his arms around. God does not need to appear in person or give us great and spectacular signs for us to experience God’s love and healing.
· Gracious God hear our prayer. We seek your presence in all things, help us to listen to the simplicity of faith that we may be cured of our pride and our vanity.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Province of Myanmar

Text:
The Rev Kate Ross, 
St John’s Cathedral, Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021

Ash Wednesday
– Wednesday 17 February 2021
· Either Joel 2.1-2, 12-17 or Isaiah 58.1-12; Psalm 51.1-17; 
2 Corinthians 5.20b  – 6.10; Matthew 6.1-6, [7-15], 16-21
Whatever you do, don’t be a hypocrite. When you give alms or pray or fast do it in secret, don’t broadcast it to promote yourself. Anyway, God does not require sacrifice; the only acceptable sacrifice is overcoming injustice wherever we find it. None are pure before God, we all need to repent and turn to God again. May ash be as a sign to us of our reliance on God to wash away our sins.
· Pray for those to receive ashes today as a sign of their penitence before God and let their love for God shine brightly as they offer a broken and contrite heart.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Nippon Sei Ko Kai, the Anglican Church of Japan.

Text:
The Rev Kate Ross, 
St John’s Cathedral, Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Lent 1
– Sunday 21 February 2021
· Genesis 9.8-17; Psalm 25.1-10; 
1 Peter 3.18-22; Mark 1.9-15
After the Flood God makes a covenant with Noah never to destroy all flesh again, the sign of which is God’s bow in the sky, the rainbow. Baptism is a bit like the flood: dying and rising in water. At Jesus’ own baptism, the Spirit descends and a voice from heaven pronounces Jesus’ sonship. But then something unexpected happens. Instead of basking in the acclamation, Jesus is immediately driven into the wilderness, tempted by Satan. After the temptation he is ready to preach repentance.
· Holy Jesus, because of your death and resurrection we too can be baptised in the Spirit. Grant us the wisdom and courage to proclaim: repent, and believe in the good news!

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church in the Philippines

Text:
The Rev Kate Ross, 
St John’s Cathedral, Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021


	Receive regular updates from ABM 
and our Partners.

Subscribe here   

You can also learn about ABM on these social networking sites 
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to follow the links
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	Your used and mint postage stamps 
are valuable to ABM because 
we can use them to help fund mission.

Please trim used stamps 
with a 1 cm border around them, and
separate Australian stamps from overseas ones.
Stamp collections are also gratefully received.

Please send your stamps to: 


ABM
Locked Bag Q4005
Queen Victoria Building 
NSW 1230
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St Matthias, apostle and martyr 
[unless observed on 14 May]

– Wednesday 24 February 2021
· Acts 1.14-17, 26-30; either Psalm 113 or Psalm 84;
Philippians 3.13-21; John 15.9-17
Matthias was the replacement for Judas to keep the number of disciples at 12. Not much else is known about Matthias. I imagine that Jesus called Matthias ‘friend’ much like he calls all of us friends. Good friends are the family we choose. So much more Jesus’ friendship. Jesus gives us the commandment to love one another because the Father has loved him. Keep Jesus’ commandments to love and we will all live in love; that easy, that hard.
· Loving Friend, help us to love one another as you love us, never forgetting that all things come from the Father through you, guide us now in the fulfilling of your commandment to love that all people may come to you.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church of South Sudan.

Text:
The Rev Kate Ross, 
St John’s Cathedral, Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Lent 2
– Sunday 28 February 2021
· Genesis 17.1-7; 15-17; Psalm 22.24-32; 
Romans 4.13-25; either Mark 8.31-38 or Mark 9.2-9

Abraham had faith in the covenant the Lord made with him. God’s promise of innumerable descendants and great nations would be fulfilled. Abraham became the father of us all and Sarah our mother for she is also given God’s promises – a son and nations and kings as descendants. Both Abraham and Sarah were given new names, no longer Abram and Sarai. The Lord is setting them apart and giving them new lives as parties to the covenant.
· Righteous One, whose name lives forever, help us to live in faith alone, and walk with you all the days of our lives, regarding not the rule of humanity but the rule of God, that we may be called afresh and be inheritors of your covenant of love for us.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui, the Anglican Church of Hong Kong
Text:
The Rev Kate Ross, 
St John’s Cathedral, Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Lent 3
– Sunday 7 March 2021

· Exodus 20.1-17; Psalm 19; 
1 Corinthians 1.18-25; John 2.13-22

In this face-slap of a gospel Jesus cleans up the temple, getting rid of livestock, merchants, customers, and money changers. His anger is palpable throughout. Then he makes the surprising claim that he can rebuild the temple in three days. After the resurrection, his disciples looked back on this day and realised that Jesus was the temple and he did return. How do we believe without the disciples’ first-hand experience? Where do we experience the resurrection?

· Heavenly Lord, help us to follow you. Let our words and actions speak to all the nations, that they may come to walk with you in the resurrected body of Christ.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Episcopal Church of Sudan.

Text:
The Rev Kate Ross, 
St John’s Cathedral, Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Lent 4
– Sunday 14 March 2021

· Numbers 21.4-9; Psalm 107.1-3, 17-22; 
Ephesians 2.1-10; John 3.14-21

What is it about the Israelites? They complain and grumble and are punished by God, then Moses intercedes on their behalf and God saves them. And this is repeated over and over. Finally, in Christ we are redeemed once for all, we are raised from the death of our sins to the heavenly places with Jesus. But let’s be clear. There are no acts nor works that anyone can do to be saved. Life with Christ is a gift from God and we celebrate it by doing good to others.

· God of the ages, your loving mercy is forever, we give thanks for the gift of your only child, we mourn his death and celebrate his resurrection and praise you for the eternal life you bestow upon us.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Amity Foundation, China
Text:
The Rev Kate Ross, 
St John’s Cathedral, Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
St Joseph, husband of the BVM
– Friday 19 March 2021
· 2 Samuel 7.4-16; Psalm 89.19-30;
Romans 4.13-22; Matthew 1.18-25

Joseph is no bit character. In a dream vision, he is told the name of Mary’s baby and instructed to marry her. The vision connects Joseph to Jesus in two ways: first the naming and second establishing Jesus in David’s lineage. God’s covenant with David, that his line, his kingly mandate continues forever, is passed on to Jesus. But still I don’t think he can outperform the revelation to Mary that she was to be the God-bearer!

· Heavenly Father, we give thanks for Joseph, who was called to name Mary’s baby Jesus and make him in the line of David, may we all follow the words of God revealed to us by angels.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of Ceylon.

Text: 
The Rev Kate Ross, 
St John’s Cathedral, Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Lent 5
– Sunday 21 March 2021
· Jeremiah 31.31-34; Psalm 119.9-16;
Hebrews 5.5-14; John 12.20-33

The Psalmist rejoices in God’s words, commandments, statutes, judgements, precepts, and ways. Jesus knew he was to die but he would not ask his Father to save him. He was fully cognisant of what was to happen and still followed God’s ways. We who do not know what is to happen need also to follow God as our delight is in God. Only then do we find peace.

· God who sticks to us like glue, teach us obedience to your ways that we might follow Jesus to his death and resurrection, comforted in the knowledge that he will never abandon us.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of South India.

Text:
The Rev Kate Ross, 
St John’s Cathedral, Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
The Annunciation to the BVM
– Thursday 25 March 2021
· Isaiah 7.10-14; Psalm 40.6-13; 
Hebrews 10.4-10 Luke 1.26-38

I think that sometimes we underestimate Mary. I like to think of her as a sassy young woman, full of confidence and intelligence. Mary answers Gabriel strongly, Here am I. This is reminiscent of the name God gives Godself – I am. Mary claims her servanthood and agrees with the angel. She accepts her commission as God-bearer actively. Mary’s no push over, I am sure ‘No!’ crossed her mind. But in the end she sees, in her servanthood to God, a greater call to be the Mother of God. A tough gig, but a blessed and holy one.

· Gracious God, we pray that we might hear the angel of the Lord and recognise God’s presence in our lives; we ask that we can accept the callings you have provided for us, willingly and in faith.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the world-wide Anglican family support organisation, MU
Text:
The Rev Kate Ross, 
St John’s Cathedral, Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Palm Sunday
Holy Week begins
– Sunday 28 March 2021
· The Palm Gospel: 
Either Mark 11.1-11 or John 12.12-26

· Isaiah 50.4-9a; Psalm 31.9-18; Philippians 2.5-11

· The Passion: 
Either Mark 14.1 – 15.27 or Mark 15.1-39 (40-47)
Jesus goes into Jerusalem on the back of a donkey with cloaks and branches strewn on the road ahead to shouts of ‘Hosanna!’. A far cry from the events of the Friday to come. Friday. The one day that shook the world. Time is important. In the morning, Jesus was condemned, at 9am he was crucified, at noon the world darkened and at 3pm Jesus died. People mocked Jesus as if the Messiah could be up on a cross, dying. And then there were the women. Jesus’ women followers were there. They saw the tomb. They thought they knew where Jesus was.

· As we join in shouts of Hosanna!, let us remember the joy of Jesus coming and the devastation of his death, that we may live as people of the Passion, dying to all that afflicts us and rising with Christ in love for God and God’s people.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Alliance for Development, Relief and Advocacy.

Text:
The Rev Kate Ross, 
St John’s Cathedral, Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Holy Monday
– Monday 29 March 2021
· Isaiah 42.1-9; Psalm 36.5-11;
Hebrews 9.11-15; John 12.1-11

An eagle soars toward heaven or perhaps a hen pecks away; then we find protection under the strong wings of the eagle or the intimacy of a mother hen’s enfolding us close to her chest. At the start of this week of waiting and preparing, Mary leads the way by anointing Jesus with nard. He knows that he is about to be enfolded by God’s wings and so does not condemn Mary’s action.
· We pray for all those suffering from illness or other challenges, gather them, dear Lord, to yourself so they may rest under the shadow of your wings.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of North India.

Text:
The Rev Kate Ross, 
St John’s Cathedral, Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Holy Tuesday
– Tuesday 30 March 2021

· Isaiah 49.1-7; Psalm 71.1-14;
1 Corinthians 1.18-31; John 12.20-36

John’s gospel emphasises light and darkness. We are reminded that the light is only with us for a while. But the promise is that we can continue to walk in the light if we believe in the light for then we will be children of light. This is opposed to the uncertainty of darkness. Seems obvious doesn’t it? Prefer light over darkness, walk with Jesus. But how hard it is for us to be exposed! Perhaps we choose to hide in the darkness, out of sight of the challenge to live a godly life and follow Jesus.

· Lord of the light, we ask that we might not be afraid of life, we pray for wisdom and courage to wait in hope for you.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of Pakistan.

Text:
The Rev Kate Ross, 
St John’s Cathedral, Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Holy Wednesday
– Wednesday 31 March 2021

· Isaiah 50.4-9a; Psalm 70;
Hebrews 12.1-3; John 13.21-32
There’s a sense of urgency in today’s readings. The Psalmist asks God to be hasty, be swift, and make no delay. John’s Jesus tells Judas to be quick about his betrayal. We are given the juxtaposition to the light of Jesus Christ as Judas leaves immediately into the night. Jesus knows his end is nigh yet is aware that God is with him – God and Jesus enter a mutual glorification.

· Holy God, give us strength to complete our journeys to you, give us compassion for others and courage to see your presence in our lives.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Province of Central Africa, especially in Zambia.
Text:
The Rev Kate Ross, 
St John’s Cathedral, Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Maundy Thursday
– Thursday 1 April 2021
· Exodus 12.1-4 (5-10) 11-14; Psalm 116.1-2, 11-18;
1 Corinthians 11.23-26. John 13.1-17, 31b-35
There are three great events today: Passover, the institution of the Eucharist, and the example of foot-washing. Precise details are given for each activity. Perhaps the connection between them is the words of the Psalmist: I will offer you a sacrifice of thanksgiving. Jesus moves us from the physical sacrifice of Passover to Jesus’ rendition of his own sacrifice in the words of the Eucharist. And foot-washing completes the sacrifice when Jesus instructs his followers to humble themselves and love one another. 

· God of surprises, we give you thanks for both the sacrifice and the joy of thanksgiving, we ask your assistance in manifesting the love of Jesus in our lives to friend and foe that we may share the redemption Jesus brought to us.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Province of South East Asia.
Text:
The Rev Kate Ross, 
St John’s Cathedral, Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
( Good Friday
– Friday 2 April 2021
· Isaiah 52.13 – 53.12; Psalm 22; 
Either 1 Corinthians 1.18-31 or Hebrews 10.16-25
John 18.1 – 19.42
Today movement and time are important. A visit to a garden begins Jesus’ passion and a journey to a garden tomb ends it. Pilate goes in and out of his headquarters: in to question Jesus, out to talk to the crowd. The crucifixion begins at noon. It is the day of preparation for the Sabbath. Jesus becomes the sacrificial lamb. On this holiest of days, when Jesus says ‘it is finished’ we don’t really comprehend his words. When Joseph of Arimathea buries Jesus with myrrh and aloes, a gift of the magi has at last found its home.

· O God who greets us in our agony, guide us to our own deaths with praise to you for the gift of our lives, help us to know that you have vanquished death by Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem.

Text:
The Rev Kate Ross, 
St John’s Cathedral, Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Holy Saturday
– Saturday 3 April 2021
· Job 14.1-14; Psalm 31.1-8;
1 Peter 4.1-11; Matthew 27.57-66

Holy Saturday must be the bleakest day of the year. To understand this day one has to forget tomorrow. Jesus promised to return yet, at the end of yesterday, I doubt his followers would have thought that there was much chance of that. Imagine that tightly knit group of women and men who had travelled and lived together with Jesus, who had hung on his every word and who loved him more than their own lives. Picture the shock and despair. Envision them alternating between tears and laughter, mourning and hope. 

· Dear God, who promised to be with us always, help us today and always to have faith in you, to be confident in your presence in the face of overwhelming absence, that we may come, with Jesus, to enter your heavenly embrace.
· Give thanks for the work and witness of all those who prepare our churches today for Easter worship.
Text:
The Rev Kate Ross, 
St John’s Cathedral, Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
The Easter Vigil
– Saturday 3 April 2021
· Genesis 1.1 – 2.4a; 
Psalm 136.1-9, 23-26
Genesis 7.1-5, 11-18; 8.6-18; 9.8-13; 
Psalm 46
Genesis 22.1-18; 
Psalm 16
Exodus 14.10-31; 15.20-21; 
Exodus 15.1b-13; 17-18
Isaiah 54.9-14; 
Psalm 30
Isaiah 55.1-11; 
Isaiah 12.2-6
Proverbs 8.1-8, 19-21; 9.4b-6 
Psalm 19
or Baruch 3.9-15, 32 – 4.4; 
Ezekiel 36.24-28
Psalms 42 and 43
Zephaniah 3.14-20
Psalm 98
Romans 6.3-11
Psalm 114
Matthew 28.1-10
What is the great joy of Easter? Is it simply the resurrection? No, it is in the revelation to the two Marys, the ones appointed by God to spread the amazing, flabbergasting news of the resurrection. Without the Marys no-one would know, no-one would believe. Both the earthquake-making angel and Jesus tell them to not be afraid. And they weren’t. They proclaimed the good news of Jesus, alive for all people to see. 

· God who is full of grace, we give you thanks for the life of your child, we rejoice in his death and resurrection and we pray that we too may proclaim it like those first women.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of those who have prepared candidates for baptism at tonight’s Great Vigil and pray that as the candidates die with Christ in the depths of the font, they may rise to new life filled with Paschal joy.  
Text:
The Rev Kate Ross, 
St John’s Cathedral, Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Easter Day
– Sunday 4 April 2021
· Acts 10.34-43 or Isaiah 25.6-9;
Psalm 1181-2, 14-24 or Hymn to the Risen Christ 
(APBA p 6);
1 Corinthians 15.1-11 or Acts 10.34-43;
John 20.1-18 or Mark 16.1-8
Adam to Jesus. Death to life. God swallowing up death. Tears wiped away. Dead to sin, alive to God. Disbelief to belief. The transition from a fallen world to a heavenly existence. We waited for his death and resurrection, we needed it. We are a people not of death but of the resurrection. We are saved, we are holy in the sight of God, death scares us no longer. God loves us, wants us, and waits for us. Rejoice! Praise God! Go with haste to tell others that the Lord is risen for he is risen indeed! Alleluia!
· Loving God, let us rejoice in the knowledge that you are the God of all, loving and nurturing all your children, let us be safe in the knowledge that through the death and resurrection of your only child we have all entered into life with you.

· Give thanks for the ministry of the Cathedral Church of the Resurrection in Popondetta, Papua New Guinea and for the ministry all churches dedicated to Christ’s rising from the dead.

· Give thanks for the work and witness of the Primate, the Most Rev Geoffrey Smith, as he heads the Anglican Church of Australia, and for the work and witness of the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Most Rev and Rt Hon Justin Welby, as he leads the Anglican Communion – our family of Churches in more than 165 countries. 
Text:
The Rev Kate Ross, 
St John’s Cathedral, Brisbane
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2021
Pew Reflections


Good Friday�– Friday 3 April 2015


Isaiah 52.13 – 53.12; Psalm 22�1 Corinthians 1.18-31 or Hebrews 10.16-25�John 18.1 – 19. 42


Good Friday could be called ‘Where is God day?’ so often is that question posed by the various texts offered today. The answer, where it is given, is in suffering, disfigurement, on a cross, where ever we would not like to look. 


Pray for the lost and the dying. Pray too for ecumenical and interfaith relationships.


Pray for ABM’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander partners, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.


Text:	The Very Rev. John Roundhill, Dean of Bendigo�© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015
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Pew Reflections


Good Friday�– Friday 3 April 2015


Isaiah 52.13 – 53.12; Psalm 22�1 Corinthians 1.18-31 or Hebrews 10.16-25�John 18.1 – 19. 42


Good Friday could be called ‘Where is God day?’ so often is that question posed by the various texts offered today. The answer, where it is given, is in suffering, disfigurement, on a cross, where ever we would not like to look. 


Pray for the lost and the dying. Pray too for ecumenical and interfaith relationships.


Pray for ABM’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander partners, giving thanks for the work they do to further God’s mission in the world.


Text:	The Very Rev. John Roundhill, Dean of Bendigo�© Anglican Board of Mission, 2015
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