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In total we are trying to raise $100,000 in 2009 

Limited access to clean water and sanitation adds to the hardships of poverty in the mountainous 

areas of the Philippines where much of the population is solely reliant upon subsistence farming for 

their livelihoods. Unsafe water and lack of sanitation is often the cause for illnesses such as 

diarrhoea and skin diseases, resulting in communities unable to work at their full potential due to 

poor health.  

 

In partnership with the Episcopal Church of the Philippines (ECP), ABM provides water and 

sanitation systems in these rural and isolated communities, which are often cut-off from basic 

services because of the difficult geography as well as the sheer lack of government funds. Simple 

gravity-fed and deep well systems are being constructed which include building water tanks, 

installing pipelines from the water source and water taps located in easy to access locations within 

the communities so that as many people as possible are able to share these facilities. Water-sealed 

public toilets are also being installed to improve hygiene. 

 

In order to ensure that the projects are sustainable, training and workshops are run to educate 

community members and to involve them as much as possible in decision-making. Most of the 

decisions made by the barangay (small local government units) council are still done in consultation 

Water and Sanitation in the Philippines 

 
For the LORD your God 
is bringing you into a 
good land—a land with 

streams and pools of 
water, with springs 

flowing in the valleys 
and hills 

Deuteronomy 8:7 

Population with sustainable access to improved drinking water sources (%) rural    88.0 

Population with sustainable access to improved sanitation (%) rural     72.0 

 (World Health Organisation: 2006)  

For the LORD your God is 

bringing you into a good 

land, a land with flowing 

streams, with springs and 

underground waters welling 

up in valleys and hills 

- Deuteronomy 8:7 (NRSV) 



 
 

 $1.20 buys a water tap 

 $4.50 is what a hammer costs, essential 

to maintaining water systems 

 $103 pays for chemical and 

bacteriological water testing 

 $2,000 is the cost of one 3.5 cubic meter 

circular tank 
 
Prayer Points: 

 Pray for the development officers and 

workers in each of the six dioceses as they 

work to make a difference in the lives of 

people in rural communities  

 Pray for the diocesan as they provide 

spiritual nourishment and guidance to their 

staff and people  

 Give thanks to the many Australian 

Anglicans who continue to support ECP‟s  

community development programs 

 
 

with village elders – normally older men. Gender workshops, an essential component of water and 

sanitation programs implemented by the ECP, help to bring awareness to the importance of involving 

women in these discussions so that their voices can be heard. 

 

AMB is committed to improving the livelihood of communities in the Philippines and enabling them to 

move beyond subsistence farming. With continued funding and support, we can continue to address 

the problem of water and sanitation, as well as other development issues confronting them. 

 

 Project completion - ongoing 
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Lina Magallanes - South East Asia Program Manager  

   Through her work with ABM, Lina feels that she is able to help, even indirectly, to 

improve the lives of those less fortunate than herself.  She has been key in conti- 

nuing to build ABM‟s relationship with the Church of the Province of Myanmar. This 

is a demonstration of her keen interest in the same part of the world that she comes 

from - South East Asia. 

   As an integral part of the ABM family, Lina remembers when she gave birth to her 

son and  was sent a card by the Primate „on behalf of 4 million nominal Anglicans‟. 

She recognizes that the ABM family is continually evolving and feels blessed to be a part of an 

organization that is „an instrument of God‟s mission in the world‟. 

    “Through our partners, ABM works in places where there is not much hope through partner churches– 

reaching out not only to Christians but to the wider community as well,” Lina says. 

 

 


