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Locals gather for a service at St Mark’s Church, Kusiong, Central Mindanao. ©EDSP2006 

 

Church Farthest Out Project (CFO) in the Philippines  
- Target: $17,000 in 2010 
 
Eighty-five percent of the local churches in the Episcopal Diocese of Southern Philippines (EDSP) 

are located in the mountains of Mindanao. They can be found in the remote towns of the Provinces 

of Maguindanao, Sultan Kudarat, South Cotabato, Basilan, Bukidnon and Davao del Norte. Most of 

these places are only accessible by truck, horse or motorcycle. During the rainy season from June 

to September, travel must be done on foot as roads are bad or non-existent. 

 

There are about 10,000 church members and 160 chapels scattered around the diocese. Due to 

the difficulty in reaching these areas, services are held mostly once a month, quarterly or by 

special request for occasions such as baptisms and weddings.  

 

Travel is very expensive because church workers have to hire special motorcycles locally known 

as ‘Skylab’ or ‘Habal-habal’. The EDSP has 18 active clergy and 9 graduate seminarians, who are 

supported by volunteers. Only 13 of them have motorcycles. The rest have to either rely on public 

transport or walk to the communities. 

 

PARISH PROJECT 2010 
                              Working for Love, Hope & Justice 



 
Proclaiming the Gospel/EPHEV24 

 

ABM donations to this project will help purchase motorcycles, travel 

as well as some Bibles and Study materials. The EDSP will cover 

fuel and maintenance expenses. 

 

By funding the CFO project, church workers (which include priests, 

catechists, evangelist and lay leaders) will be able to reach some of 

the remotest congregations on a more regular basis. This is essential 

to the growth of the Church, building up its pastoral ministries and 

carrying the Good News further out to people in the Southern 

Philippines. 

 

What your gift can do: 

 $3.60 is the price of one Bible 

 $ 1,280 is the cost of a motorcycle 

 

Prayer Points: 

 Pray for Bishop Danilo Bustamante and all in the EDSP as 

they face many challenges in their ministry 

 Pray for safe travel for EDSP’s church workers as they carry 

out their ministry through the mountains of Mindanoa 

 Give thanks for the work and commitment of EDSP’s church 

workers 
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The Philippines Facts: 

 

 

 

Location: Southeastern Asia, 

archipelago between the 

Philippine Sea and the South 

China Sea, east of Vietnam 

Population: 97,976,603 (July 

2009 est.) 

Languages: Filipino (official; 

based on Tagalog) and 

English (official); eight major 

dialects - Tagalog, Cebuano, 

Ilocano, Hiligaynon or Ilonggo, 

Bicol, Waray, Pampango, and 

Pangasinan 

Religions: Roman Catholic 

80.9%, Muslim 5%, 

Evangelical 2.8%, Iglesia ni 

Kristo 2.3%, Aglipayan 2%, 

other Christian 4.5%, other 

1.8%, unspecified 0.6%, none 

0.1% (2000 census) 

(CIA-The World Factbook)  

 

Robert McLean ï Church to Church Program Manager 

Robert has been at ABM since October 2008. 

His active involvement in the Anglican Church 

goes back many years and he has often des- 

cribed himself as a professional Anglican who 

has worked in a variety of Church contexts. 

His motivation is to help the Church to become 

stronger, more vibrant and focused on growth.  

As the manager of the Church to Church Program, he is able to 

develop the skills he’s acquired working for the Anglican Church 

during most of his adult life. Robert says that whether it is through 

his contact with Anglicans in Australia or in our partner Churches 

overseas, he knows that he is working with members of his own 

family. 

 

 


