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Balangao men preparing to climb 4 kms to work on securing the water source. Photo: Lina Magallanes  
 

Water & Sanitation Program* - Philippines  
 
The community of Balangao, somewhere in the heart of the mountains of Northern Luzon, 
is in such a remote and mountainous location that it takes 6 hours for a 4-wheel drive plus 
�D�Q���K�R�X�U�¶�V���Z�D�O�N���W�R���J�H�W���W�K�H�U�H�����7�K�H���U�R�D�G���L�V���W�U�H�D�F�K�H�U�R�X�V���H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���G�X�U�L�Q�J���Z�H�W���D�Q�G���I�R�J�J�\���G�D�\�V��
�D�V���R�Q�H���Y�H�K�L�F�O�H���L�V���E�D�U�H�O�\���D�E�O�H���W�R���I�L�W���R�Q���Z�K�D�W���L�V���F�D�O�O�H�G���D�Q���µ�D�O�O-�Z�H�D�W�K�H�U�¶���U�R�D�G���± basically hard 
ground occasionally sprinkled with gravel -  the mountains flanking the road on one side 
and high cliffs on the other.  It is no wonder that there had been minimal support from the 
government to improve the situation of the residents of Balangao and its nearby barangays. 
 
A youth pilgrimage in early 2007, led by Archbishop Herft, visited two of the four 
communities implementing simple water systems which are being supported by Australian 
Anglicans (through ABM) this year.  The pilgrims arrived in Banguitan and Balangao 
wanting to participate in the physical work being undertaken by the communities in order to 
finish the construction of their water system. �%�D�O�D�Q�J�D�R�¶�V���U�H�P�R�W�H�Q�H�V�V���P�H�D�Q�W���W�K�D�W���P�D�Q�\���R�I��


