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The water source in Nabitic; community members gathered to discuss the operation of their water system as a 
group of evaluators visited the community in July 2006.  Photo Courtesy of ECP. 

 

Water & Sanitation Program* - Philippines 

For a tropical country which gets good rainfall during the wet season, water problems   seem incongruous. But 

for many rural and remote communities in the Philippines, access to water remains a huge problem, if not the 

biggest problem, of their daily existence. The remoteness of their location and the governmentôs lack of 

infrastructure support render these communities almost resigned to the hardship of living their entire lives 

without sufficient access to water. Women and children are particularly disadvantaged as fetching water is part of 

their traditional role in the household. Whilst the men are toiling in the fields, it is the women and the children 

who have to provide water for the family to drink, to cook with, to bathe, to clean the house, and to wash clothes, 

amongst other things. In most cases, the water source is at least a couple of kilometres away; and because there is 

a limit on how much water one can physically carry, it takes more than one trip to the water source everyday.  

 

Communities such as Nabitic (in photo) share with visitors how life has changed in their community since their 

water system was put up. Each of the 25 households in Nabitic saves 2 hours each day walking to and from the 

water source fetching water; families are engaged in hog-raising and backyard gardening for additional income 

and to maximise the use of run-off water; homes have put up water-sealed toilets; and,  the incidence of water-

borne diseases has decreased. The best part, according to the women, is husbands coming to bed with washed, 

clean feet. 

 

ABMôs community development program, in partnership with the Episcopal Church in the Philippines (ECP), 

continues to prioritise the provision of simple water and sanitation systems to remote and mountainous 

communities in the country.  

 

* Donations to this program are tax-deductible.  

 

Here are some of the ways your gift will be used:  


