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Lake Tyers in West Gippsland 

 

Minister for Lake  Tyers ð Diocese of 
Gippsland  
 

Aboriginal people make up about 1% of the population of Gippsland which in total is about 

225,000 people.  Lake Tyers is a unique Indigenous community where approx 150 people 
live, of whom about 50% are under the age of 21.  The remainder of the Aboriginal 
community lives in and about various towns throughout the whole of Gippsland.   
 

Lake Tyers and Bairnsdale in the eastern region of the diocese, together have the largest 
Indigenous population in Gippsland. The diocese is seeking to provide a ministry in these 
two towns which is culturally appropriate and meets the needs of the local community.  At 
the moment, the diocese is engaged in discussions with local Aboriginal people with a 
view to employing an Indigenous worker to work in the Bairsndale Lake Tyers area.   
 

There is also a very significant Aboriginal population in the western region of Gippsland, 
around Drouin and in the Latrobe Valley. Here the diocese has recently appointed Kathy 
Dalton, a local Indigenous woman from Morwell, to work with local churches in developing 
ministry.  In consultation with the community elders, she is working on setting up a Kids 
Club/Sunday School and a Drop-in Centre.  
 

Overall, this project will enable the diocese to create a team of Indigenous people to work 
together with local residents to strengthen local Christian leadership, to equip them to build 
a healthy community, and in time to develop a vibrant worship gathering.   
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Initially, the two positions , being created to work together as a team across the diocese, 
will each be part-time. The hope is to develop the support base to enable them to 
become full -time positions in the future .  
 

The Diocese of Gippsland is strongly  committed to this project and have themselves 
invested heavily in its future. �7�K�L�V���Z�R�U�N���L�V���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�G���E�\���$�%�0���D�Q�G���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���$�%�0�¶�V���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���L�W��
would not have been able to begin. 
 

Here are some of the ways your gift will be used:   
 provide support for two part time Indigenous ministers for the people of Gippsland Diocese. 
 grow a foundation for strong Christian community. 
 enable the church to engage i n positive ways with the local Indigenous community . 

In total we are trying to raise $18,700 in 2007  
 

 
 

Prayer Poi nts  
 for the Diocese of Gippsland as they seek to develop this new ministry 
 for the people of Lake Tyers/ Bairnsdale area that they may experience God's grace within 

their lives 

 For Kathy Dalton and the community elders as they develop the kids club and drop in 
centre for Koori people.  

 For the identifying of a suitable person to be employed in the eastern part of the diocese to 
engage in ministry with the Indigenous population. 

 

For the needy shall not always be forgotten, nor the hope of the poor perish fo rever. Psalm 9:18 (NRSV)   


